PRQIECT MEMO

The panel of judges valued in particular the sol ut
i on provided for a |l arge-scale problemthrough the
creation of small ceramc pieces formng patterns
that are repeated and laid out in such a way as t
O create urban elenents like latticework or walls.
These provide effective and individual solutions
for a range of circunstances. An affordabl e el enen
t that nmanages to offer creative sol utions addi ng
quality and value, as well as enhancing a space w

thin the city.

See the video

DESCRI PTI ON

This intervention is located in one of the nost bu
i1t-up areas of Sant Feliu de Llobregat. A working
class district that sprang up around the town’s f
ormer industrial fabric, encircling the textile fa
ctories that provided enploynent for the local res
| dents who lived in nodest housing huddl ed next to
the factories. Following the denolition of one of
the last remaining factories, an underground car
park was built to serve the district known as ‘La
Salut’, leaving a large void with a concrete cover
on the site where the factory once stood.

The exi sting divisions have been extended, tracing
the outlines of each of the park’s parterres. Jus
t like slices of bread, they divide up the public
space into snmaller, individual corners, creating a
n al nost donestic atnosphere in an attenpt to nake
the visitor feel confortable and ‘at hone’ in a m
ore nmanageabl e setting. In this sense, the el evati
on and section of each area features an individual
desi gn, creating topographic |ayouts that provide
shelter and shield the passer-by fromthe adjacen
t road.

The void left by the fornmer factory reveals the on
ce concealed walls of the rear courtyards of the h



ousi ng bl ocks and which now forma facade for the
new ur ban space. The decision to use ceramc tiles
to clad the existing divisions was practically au
tomatic. Ceramic tiles fired at high tenperatures
provided us with an affordable material that offer
ed excellent guarantees in terns of ageing and res

| stance to frost, rain and variations in tenperature.

The project clearly reflects the intention to retu
rn to the use of ceramc tiles as a neans of prese
rving the menory of the district’s industrial heri
tage, whilst at the sane tine echoing the walls of
the existing courtyards. Qur aimwas to incorpora
te this wealth of nuances into the latticework in

the formof textures and gaps already featured in

the divisions, which in turn mrrored the various

transformati ons and interventions the city has bee
n subject to over the years. The only way of filte
ring the view of these rear courtyards whilst at t
he sane tinme reflecting their irregularities, tws
ts and unique features was to include an encl osure
made with ceramc tiles.

We took the tinme to research thoroughly the best w
ay of processing and firing the clay used in the p
| eces that made up the latticework. W opted for a
sinpl e geonetry using the fewest possible nunber
of pieces that would enable us to cover a 150 mfa
cade and neet the demands of the existing encl osur
es. First and forenost, the latticework had to ena
ble us to maintain the parapet of the existing wal
| s, made froma range of materials and standi ng at
varying heights, retracing as far possible a cont
| nuous ‘ horizon’ that would absorb themall. Likew
ise, the latticework needed to allow us to nmaintai
n the various degrees of opacity of the divisions,
whi ch ranged fromsolid block walls to totally tr
ansparent railings, and including wattle partition
s. Finally, the latticewrrk also had to permt us
to include the staggered gradi ng using a conti nuou
S texture that ran the entire length of the park.



It took several attenpts before we finally canme up
wth the definitive geonetry for a self-bearing |
atti cework made up exclusively of three gl azed cer
amc pieces fired at a high tenperature: a 20 x 20
X 20 cmcube and a (solid or perforated) dianond
measuring 20 x 13.5 cm The cube guarantees the op
timsation of the production process, as a single
pi ece, positioned either facing the front or back
enabl ed us to nake the | atticework opaque or trans
parent. The herringbone | ayout allowed us to creat
e a natural, alnost organic parapet that traced th
e changi ng heights of the enclosure in an unbroken

i ne.

The col our schene selected for the glazing refl ect
ed the tones featured in the existing divisions. T
he i mage of the background facades was limted to

seven col ours which, together with that of the cer
amc tiles, created 8 principal tones. These ei ght
tones, featuring a gloss or matt gl aze, were appl
ied to the opaque or perforated pieces, thereby en
abling us to achi eve the nuances we sought in the

| atti ceworKk.



